
Newport First Christian Church
809 SE Second Street
Newport, Oregon 97365-1150

Weekly Services and Activities 
Sunday:!  ! Bible Classes! ! !  9:30 AM
! !  ! Worship Service! !          10:45 AM
! !  ! Shine! (k-5th grade)! !  6:00 PM
! ! ! The Light (6th-12th grade)

Wednesday:! Youth Bible Study! ! !  7:30 PM
! ! ! Bible Study @ Creechesʼ !  7:00 PM
! !  !

Office Hours
9 AM - 2 PM, Tuesday through Friday

Phone:  541-265-2531           E-mail:  nfcc@charter.net      
Web sites: newportchristian.org  &  

newportchristian.smugmug.com

NFCC Ministry Staff
Minister: Derek Helt
derek.helt@gmail.com

Youth Minister: Heidi Fisher
y.m.heidi@gmail.com

Elders: Clay Creech, Robert Hill 
and Gene Sonnenberg 

Treasurer: Robert Hill 
rorohill2@gmail.com

Secretary:  Audrey Carkhuff
arose-nfcc@charter.net

Newport First Christian

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.   Ps. 119:105

April/May 2011

The other evening, around 
8:00 pm, I heard a lot of sirens 
on Highway  101, about a 
quarter-mile from our house. 
This is not that usual, but these 
d i d n o t 

fade off into the distance, 
like they normally do. I 
guessed that something 
big had happened right 
near where we turn off of 
the highway to get to our 
home.

Soon, my mobile phone 
r a n g a n d t h e 9 1 1 
dispatcher left me a 
message stating that they 
w e r e l o o k i n g f o r a 
chap la i n who cou ld 
speak Spanish. I called 
them back, planning to let 
t hem know tha t my 
Spanish is not good 
enough to be of use as a 
chaplain, but I was put on 
hold and eventually  hung 
u p — t h e y w e r e 
obviously very busy that 
night.

Later in the evening, I 
found out what had 
h a p p e n e d : a m a n 
traveling alone in his 
pickup crossed the center lane and hit a family 
of three in a minivan going the opposite 
direction. The driver of the pickup was banged 
up  a bit, as were the man and the woman in the 

minivan. Tragically, however, the two-year-old 
little girl in the minivan was killed.

This would be a terrible thing if it had just been 
an “accident.” To lose a child — especially one 

so young — seems to 
me to be one of the 
worst things I can 
imagine, as a parent. 
However, this was no 
mere accident: the 
driver of the pickup 
was a r res ted tha t 
evening and charged 
with manslaughter, 
drunk dr iv ing, and 
several other crimes. 
He i s now in the 
Lincoln County jail 
and, I suspect, will 
likely  be heading to 
prison after his trial.

If that little girl had 
been your child, or 
your grandchild, sister, 
niece, or the little girl 
you babysat when her 
parents went out for 
dinner, would you be 
able to forgive the man 
who killed her? This is, 
of course, assuming 
that he pleaded guilty, 
p e r s o n a l l y 

acknowledged his fault, and asked for your 
forgiveness. Could you reach the point where, 
even in your grief, you could honestly  tell that 
man, ʻI forgive youʼ? Whatever your answer, 
that would be a very difficult thing, wouldnʼt it?
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Now, I donʼt bring this up  to suggest that people 
should not be held legally accountable. This 
man should, I believe, face the consequences 
of his actions. That is why we have a criminal 
justice system.

I just want to challenge you to think a bit about 
forgiveness, because hereʼs the thing: God 
can and would forgive this man, were he to 
ask it in the name of Jesus. 

See, we are quick to categorize sins, faults and 
shortcomings as either things we easily brush 
off (“Donʼt worry about”), things that we have to 
wrestle with for a while (“Iʼm not ready to 
forgive her yet”) or as things that are simply 
unforgivable (“Iʼll never forget and I will never 
forgive”). To us, some things are just beyond 
the pale, as far as forgiveness goes.

However, the Bible says that everything that we 
do wrong — every evil, sin, and wicked act that 
men and women are capable of — can be 
forgiven, if we but ask in Jesusʼ Name. Iʼm not 
talking about some magical formula for 
forgiveness, but about a person realizing their 
sin, feeling sorry for it, and wanting to be 
forgiven by their Creator. Jesusʼ sacrifice on the 
cross enables us to have a clean slate before 
God. Essentially, it can be had just for the 
asking. “… there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)

This means that no matter what we have done, 
God will forgive us through Christ. No matter 
how bad you think you are, youʼre not a lost 
cause to God. No evil that we do is beyond 
Godʼs power, ability and desire to forgive. That 
is what we have in Jesus.

I have two thoughts on this:

One, sometimes we are exceedingly hard on 
ourselves. Itʼs not that we should not be 
remorseful when we are guilty, but many 
people seem to believe theyʼre uniquely guilty. 
If that describes you, then get over yourself. 
Youʼre not that special, as far as the creativity 

of your sin goes. God can forgive what we 
sometimes feel we cannot.

And two, if God can forgive the worst in us, 
who are we to think that we are above forgiving 
someone, no matter what they have done. 
Again, I am not advocating turning a blind eye 
to evil, but simply forgiving those who repent, 
just as God has forgiven us.

In him,

Be kind and 
compassionate to 

one another, forgiving 
each other, 

just as in Christ 
God forgave you.

— Ephesians 4:32

Derek
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Dennis & Jane Bartoldus
May 10, 1986

Ken & Carol Armington
May 15, 1964

Derek & Pam Helt
May 17, 1986

Jonathan Young   4/03
Rebekah Posegate    4/16

Stuart Bartoldus   4/14
Jaci Hale   4/15

Heidi Fisher   4/24
Laurel Rosencrans   4/30

Wanda Rattray   5/01
Molly Page   5/02

Pam Helt   5/03
Howard Mix   5/11

Caressa Dunphy   5/13 
Jon Mix   5/27

Dean Young   5/27
Lisa Davis   5/29

Paul Dunphy   5/29

159th Oregon Christian Convention
June 28- July 3, 2011

Please join us

Ea#er Sunday
(April 24, 2011)
for a potluck

after Worship Service.

The Church is providing
the protein.  If your last name begins with A-L, 

please bring a dessert or rolls.  If your last name 
begins with M-R, please bring a side dish. If your 
last name begins with S- Z, please bring a salad.  

Invite a f$end!!!

It Is Time
Hosea 10:12

For more information visit
http://oregonchristianconvention.org/

http://oregonchristianconvention.org/
http://oregonchristianconvention.org/


Heidi

From 

Snow Trip 2011


